
Join the Los Angeles Conservancy and Maravilla Historical Society in nominating the registration of 
the Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery Structure/Building located at 4787 Hammel 
Street, in the unincorporated East Los Angeles, as a historic resource in the California Register of 
Historical Resources.

SUBJECT

December 06, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

REGISTRATION OF THE MARAVILLA HANDBALL COURT AND EL CENTRO GROCERY 
STRUCTURE/BUILDING AS A HISTORIC RESOURCE IN THE CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF 

HISTORICAL RESOURCES (FIRST DISTRICT) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Join the Los Angeles Conservancy and Maravilla Historical Society in nominating the registration 
of the Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery Structure/ Building  located at 4787 Hammel 
Street, in the unincorporated East Los Angeles, as a historic resource in the California Register of 
Historical Resources; and

2. Instruct the Executive Officer of the Board of Supervisors to forward an approved copy of this 
Board Letter, along with the attached nomination, to the State Historical Resources Commission.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

At its meeting held October 28, 2011, the Los Angeles County Historical Landmarks and Records 
Commission (Commission) voted to request that your Board join the Los Angeles Conservancy and 
the Maravilla Historical Society in nominating to the State Historical Resources Commission the 
registration of the Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery Structure/Building located at 4787
 Hammel Street, in the unincorporated East Los Angeles, as a historic resource in the California 
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Register of Historical Resources.

The Commission determined the site meets and is eligible for listing as a historic resource in the 
California Register of Historical Resources pursuant to Criterion 1 of the California Register of 
Historical Resources Designation Criteria, under the themes of Social History and Ethnic Heritage as 
an important, if not the most important, social center for the multi ethnic Maravilla community from 
1928 through 2006.  

The store, handball court, and activities that took place were a focal point for the early multi ethnic 
community of Maravilla and later the predominantly Mexican American community.  Under the 
stewardship and ownership of the Nishiyamas’, Japanese Americans who played an important role in 
the history of the property and community in the 70s, sponsored numerous community functions at 
the court, posted local announcements, and extended store credit to regular customers.  The 
Nishiyamas’ created a de facto social center for the small neighborhood.  

The Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery Structure/Building are comprised of three 
sections:  the court, the store, and a four-room residence attached to the store.  The handball court, 
built in 1928, was not constructed in a particular architectural style but its form was dictated by its 
function and the materials likely chosen because of their local availability.  The El Centro Grocery 
and attached residence were constructed in 1946, in a simple vernacular form, using typical local 
materials without the application of stylistic elements.

The property exemplifies the cultural layers that have always been important to, not only the history 
of East Los Angeles but also, the history of Los Angeles.  Additionally the handball court is eligible as 
a historic resource at the local level under Criterion 3 under the theme of Architecture, as it is an 
excellent, rare, and well-preserved example of a vernacular recreational building type.

The Maravilla Court and El Centro Grocery site is currently owned by a member of the Nishiyama 
family who leases the property to the Maravilla Historical Society.  The current owner is interested in 
selling the property to an entity, such as the Maravilla Historical Society who will preserve the 
property.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Joining the Los Angeles Conservancy and the Maravilla Historical Society in the nomination of the 
registration of the Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery Structure/Building as a historic 
resource in the California Register of Historical Resources is consistent with the County’s Strategic 
Goal 3 (Community and Municipal Services).  In addition to enriching the lives of Los Angeles 
County residents and visitors by providing access to cultural and historical lifelong learning facilities, 
the designation will highlight the cultural layers that have always been important to, not only the 
history of East Los Angeles, but also to the history of Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact on the County of Los Angeles.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Chapter 3.30 of the Los Angeles County Code and the California Public Resources 
Code 5024.1, the Commission has considered criteria for designation.
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The Los Angeles County Historical Landmarks and Records Commission’s review was conducted at 
a properly noticed public meeting at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.  There were no 
objections to the recommended action.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The designation of the Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery site as a historic resource in 
the California Register of Historical Resources will have no impact on current County Services.

LOUIS SKELTON

Chairman 

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Los Angeles Conservancy
Maravilla Historical Society

Respectfully submitted,

LS:AJ:ma
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